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May 20, 2020 
 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

I hope that you and your families are all doing well and are practicing the safety measures as outlined by 
the medical experts.  Our state and our world have been dearly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which has caused a tremendous upheaval in our personal lives, work lives and our Eastern Star lives. 

In light of the far-reaching and continuing effects of the pandemic and in an effort to keep our members 
safe, I have consulted with Worthy Grand Patron Brother Tom, the Grand Line Officers, the Grand 
Trustees and the Jurisprudence Committee.  After reviewing the facts as presented by the medical experts, 
the information from the Governor’s office, the Grand Master, the Most Worthy Grand Matron and after 
extensive discussion, it has been decided to again postpone our Grand Chapter Session, which had been 
re-scheduled for August 29, 2020.  The decision was not an easy one to make, but we all felt that the 
safety and welfare of our Delaware Eastern Star membership was paramount.  Therefore, our “Radiate 
Positivity” Grand Chapter Session will be held May 9-11, 2021.  

The 2019-20 Grand Officers will stay in place until the new Grand Officers are elected and installed in 
May 2021, at our Grand Chapter Session.  

The 2019-20 Grand Chapter Deputy Grand Lecturers will remain in their positions until Grand Chapter 
2021.  

The 2019-20 Grand Chapter Committee members will remain in the same positions until Grand Chapter 
2021.  

There will be no additional Official Visits to subordinate chapters until the Grand Chapter year beginning 
in May, 2021. 

All 2019-2020 Subordinate chapter officers will remain in their respective stations for 2020-2021.  No 
installations will be conducted in 2020.  The elections having already been completed in March, 2020 will 
stand to be effective for April, 2021 installation of officers.  



 
 
As ALL members of Delaware Eastern Star chapters are members of the Grand Chapter, ALL members 
need to be aware of the changes and decisions affecting activities in our Grand Jurisdiction. Therefore, 
each member is receiving this notice via U.S. Mail.   

Brother Tom and I wish to thank each and every one of our Grand Officers, Deputy Grand Lecturers, 
Committee Members, Chapter Officers and Members for your support and steadfastness during this very 
difficult time.  We are so very proud to stand with you as your Sister and Brother in this beautiful Order.  
Additionally, we are extremely proud of the exceptional work that you are each doing in support of your 
fellow community members who are struggling at this time, whether they are struggling due to the loss of 
a family member or friend, the loss of a job, lack of basic necessities or battles with mental health.  
Whether you called, emailed, texted, sent cards, set up Zoom meetings or participated in them, Skyped or 
sent messages by Facebook messenger, you kept in touch with each other and helped one another out with 
things – please continue doing this!  I know that many are also working hard making masks and 
protective clothing for our first responders and hospital staff.  Blood Donations are also desperately 
needed, so if you are able, please make an appointment and give.  I do not have counts on these things and 
I know many don’t like to share their good works publicly, but we would love to have information to 
record in our community service logs, so please consider sharing.   

As always if you have questions or concerns, please contact me or Brother Tom.  We will be happy to 
answer your questions or address your concerns. We are in uncharted territory and many things will not 
be exactly as we are used to having them in a typical year.  So, please be patient as we take this journey 
together and make adjustments as we go along.  Please be aware that we are constantly monitoring the 
guidelines set forth by our Governor, the CDC and our Federal government. When we are advised it is 
okay to begin holding chapter meetings, I will let you know as soon as possible!  Until then, keep up the 
good work, stay safe, wear your masks and keep washing your hands.  As Sister Polly M. Miller, WGM 
of Iowa so succinctly and correctly stated, “Our membership is our most important asset”.  We wish you 
good health and safe travels until we meet again face to face in our chapter rooms.   

Most Sincerely, 

Donna S. Hiddemen      Thomas J. Morganstern 
Worthy Grand Matron     Worthy Grand Patron 
 
 
 

 


